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THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland) took the Chair at 9.00 am, and read prayers.
EUTHANASIA
Petition
Mr Pendal presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 22 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned citizens of the Electoral District of South Perth request that the House rejects any Bill designed
to legalise euthanasia in Western Australia, on the grounds that such a practice devalues human life, and sends clear
messages to society - especially the aged - that people are expendable and vulnerable.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 242.]

SPEEDWAY SITE
Grievance

MR MARLBOROUGH (Peel) [9.03 am]: The issue of the speedway being placed in Kwinana has now reached a ludicrous
stage. Last week Mr Mike Baker, the head of the Kwinana Industries Council, advised me that the industries he represents
in Kwinana - all of the multinational companies such as BP Oil, Alcoa of Australia Ltd, WMC Resources, Wesfarmers
CSBP, Tiwest Joint Venture and numerous other companies - are so dissatisfied with the way the Minister for Planning has
handled this issue that as of last week they set about commissioning their own environmental report into the placement of
the speedway on the Alcoa mud lakes in Kwinana. So seriously are these companies taking this matter that when this report
is completed, it will be sent offshore for further assessment. That is where we are at. Also last week the Kwinana council
met with the new peak body covering fire and rescue services in this State, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority. That
group advised the Kwinana council - and the Government should listen to this very carefully - that in the event of a major
industrial accident, it was unable to guarantee the safe evacuation of people from a speedway built on the Alcoa mud lakes.
There cannot be any more condemning opinions of the decision to locate the speedway on the Alcoa mud lakes than that
of these two bodies. One represents all of the key manufacturing and resource industries in the Kwinana strip and the other
the peak body covering firefighting and emergency services in this State. Both those bodies have said this proposal cannot
be allowed to go ahead.

I'have predicted for some time that that conclusion would be reached. The evidence of those bodies reaching that conclusion
has been before Governments since at least 1992. That is when the Environmental Protection Authority released its bulletin
No 627 which laid down guidelines for individual risk and societal risk. Without being too technical, the individual risk
is set on a contour which is called the one in a million contour. That simply means that when the environmental processes
can demonstrate that there is a risk of more than one in a million of a death within the area of industry, the Government will
take that on board when making decisions about its future planning processes and will guarantee that nobody will live full
time within that contour and that no future urban development will take place in that area. Added to the individual risk is
the societal risk. It has been interesting; the line from the minister's office in the past week has been "There is no definitive
science on societal risk; there is no recognised equation of how it works." They may not have worked out an equation but
they know what it means. The 1992 EPA document Bulletin 627 says clearly that societal risk should be taken on board
by Governments when they consider future planning options which impinge on and are near the heavy industrial estate in
Kwinana. It says we should not be making policy decisions which will place people within that societal risk area.

My concern has always been that this speedway impinges on both key principles: Firstly, in terms of individual risk, the
length of the runway of the drag races goes inside the existing risk contour; and secondly, societal risk meets all of the
criteria which the Environmental Protection Authority has said in its document of 1992 Governments should be concerned
about. The Government cannot treat 10 000 people in an open arena, who have no protective clothing, no way of getting
inside a building and no training in terms of industrial hazards and problems that may occur in the Kwinana strip, in the same
way as it treats the 3 000 workers within the Kwinana strip. They have never been treated in the same way when it comes
to managing that risk. The minister has two key problems before him: The Kwinana Industries Council has said that it does
not trust his processes and it will undertake, and pay for, its own environmental inquiry, and the Fire and Emergency Services
Authority of Western Australia advised the Kwinana Industries Council last Thursday that it could not guarantee the safety
of people if the speedway were placed within that location. It is time for the minister, and the Government, to review
immediately his position, clear up this matter once and for all and remove the speedway from that location.

MR KIERATH (Riverton - Minister for Planning) [9.11 am]: The member for Peel has made a number of points - some
good and unfortunately, some not so good. It is important to explain to the House the process we are going through at the
moment. It is true that we have earmarked that site for the combined speedway and drag racing facilities. However, there
is an ability under various Acts for the Government to give it approval without going through all the assessments. We have
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not done that. We have insisted that it go through all the proper assessments; that means it must go out for a public
environmental review which the EPA has set at four weeks.

Mr Marlborough: That is far too short.

Mr KIERATH: It is not when the two issues are separated.

Mr Marlborough: It should be expanded to at least three months.

Mr KIERATH: The key area is one of societal risk, which will be the subject of a separate report.
Mr Marlborough: No, it is not. There is individual risk and societal risk.

Mr KIERATH: One minute the member for Peel is quoting the EPA as being authoritative, and the next he is virtually
saying that it does not know what it is talking about. The EPA has said that societal risk must be addressed, but it must be
a separate issue. It has allowed the Western Australian Planning Commission to address the issue of societal risk. As long
as it goes out for public consultation -

Mr Marlborough interjected.

Mr KIERATH: I listened to the member for Peel, and I ask him to show me the same courtesy.

Mr Marlborough: It is not a matter of courtesy.

Mr KIERATH: Itis.

Mr Marlborough: Just tell the truth.

Mr KIERATH: I am telling the truth.

Mr Marlborough: I am suggesting you intervened on the EPA process and you told it not to do societal risk.

Mr KIERATH: The member for Peel will not even show me the courtesy that I showed him. I did not interrupt his
comments. The fact is that the EPA has assessed it. It has said that the societal risk must be addressed publicly, but provided
it is transparent and provided the public have input, the EPA will not make it one of its crucial criteria. It will address all
the other issues. I inform the House that there has been some delay. The PER advertisement will go out this weekend and
the report will be available from Monday, 28 June. It will be available for four weeks, which period was set by the EPA.
The societal risk, which is a separate issue, will come out one week later on Monday, 5 July. Although we do not expect
it to be out for a similar period as the PER, if a longer period is required, I am prepared to give the undertaking that the
report will be available for a longer period. The issues raised by the member for Peel - the environmental factors, individual
risk, noise and the other criteria - will be assessed by the EPA as part of its PER. We must provide a report outlining how
we intend to address those issues, and that will be judged accordingly. The issue of societal risk will be the subject of a
separate report which will be publicly available. Whichever way we look at it, the key elements mentioned by the member
for Peel will be available in the public arena.

I met with the Kwinana Industries Council last week and some of its concerns startled me. If1 listened to what it was saying
properly, it believed it was putting out poisonous gas which would kill people on a regular basis. I find that completely
untenable. The council used the line of the member for Peel; that is, people should be inside when accidents happen.

Mr Marlborough: That is the program that has been in place since the 1990s. Industry would not say that. It is ridiculous
to say that industry is putting out poisonous gas on a regular basis.

Mr KIERATH: No, it said that incidents occur on a reasonably regular basis and it wants the appropriate training. It said
that in most cases the only way of protection was for a person to get into an enclosed space, whether it be inside a house or
a car. The point [ am making is that all of those issues must be addressed. If the project cannot meet those requirements,
assessments and standards, it will not go ahead on that site. The member for Peel was trying to pre-empt a process that
simply has not occurred yet. It is true that all the issues which he raised must be addressed. Satisfactory standards and
mechanisms must address all those issues. If they are not addressed properly, the project will not get a tick. I have pointed
out that all the issues raised by the member for Peel will be addressed as part of the process.

GERALDTON PALLIATIVE CARE SERVICES, FUNDING
Grievance

MR BLOFFWITCH (Geraldton) [9.16 am]: My grievance is about the funding Geraldton receives for its palliative care,
which is totally inadequate. We receive about $80 000, and we probably need about $300 000 for the cases that must be
attended to. What upsets me, which is the reason for my grievance, is the number of people who work voluntarily at the
hospitals. Two types of palliative care occur in Geraldton. The first type is through the Silver Chain Nursing Association.
These volunteers will look after people, help them with the housekeeping, shower them, wash their clothes and do many
things that cannot be done by someone who is unwell or who is dying of cancer.

Mr Thomas: It is a great service.

Mr BLOFFWITCH: It is an excellent service. The funding for these arrangements is through Silver Chain. It is given
funding for a certain number of cases to which it can attend. It is not given sufficient funds in Geraldton because many
people are on the waiting list. It is only through volunteers and Silver Chain doing it for virtually nothing that these people
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can be attended to. This is a serious problem. Both Geraldton Regional Hospital and St John of God Hospital had an
intensive care unit or a unit in which someone could spend his or her last week with a few home comforts. Through working
together - I am pleased that they work together - they decided that a new set up would be built in the St John of God
Hospital. It is a first-class facility. People who spend time in it speak very highly of it, even though it is usually for their
few remaining days. Itis a sad thing. Many volunteers help in this area. The funding we receive to run that facility is totally
inadequate. I have been told that Geraldton is funded for about 330 bed days a year, whereas Albany gets funding for 352
bed days and Kalgoorlie gets even more funding. As a regional hospital, we are supposed to be looking after the total mid
west area, with a population of about 45 000 people, and for some reason the people in our area have a higher rate of cancer
than those in any other area in the State. That has been said by doctors in seminars which I have attended. It surprised me
when I heard that. It worries me. However, I am still feeling fit, so I am not too concerned about it. Many people are
suffering from cancer. I can think of seven or eight people in Geraldton at the moment who are on the critical list because
of cancer. Palliative care is supposed to provide a quality service in a home situation. When a lot of pressure is on the
family, these volunteers relieve the pressure from the family and give them some respite. The volunteers even give the
family the opportunity to have half a day off by coming to the home and sitting and talking with the people who are ill.

Seven or eight months ago, I gave the then Minister for Health, Hon Kevin Prince, an outline of the type of scheme that these
services want to institute in Geraldton. Funding of around $300 000 a year would be needed. Whenever I hear the
Commonwealth telling us that palliative care is a major concern and it is putting many more millions of dollars into it, |
wonder where all the money goes, because Geraldton certainly does not see any of it. We need a response from the Health
Department on this proposition. When I presented this proposition to the then minister, Hon Kevin Prince, he said that that
was the very system that was used in Albany. I said that we would use it in Geraldton if we could have it funded. I might
add that in those seven months our people have not had an answer. They have not even had anybody come to Geraldton to
say whether it is considered to be a great idea, a terrible idea, or whether it will or will not get funding.

I attended the annual general meeting of the Geraldton Palliative Care Service on Monday night, and the feeling was almost
total despair with the Government. Despite the overwhelming support from the community, there seems to be very little
coming back from government. As aresult, I decided I would raise a grievance on this matter. So bad is the funding in this
area that the business community has got together and said it will raise $50 000 to help this palliative care project, and in
so doing, it would like the Government to match that $50 000. With the amount of community and business support, as well
as the money from business, it seems ironic that, first, we cannot get an answer to our submission and, second, we cannot
get any more funding. Why south west hospitals should be funded for more bed days than Geraldton leaves me absolutely
bewildered. I ask the minister to respond and also to think about the $50 000 that the business community will put into this
project.

MR DAY (Darling Range - Minister for Health) [9.23 am]: The issue raised by the member for Geraldton is one, as he said,
that has been ongoing. It was certainly raised by him and others with my predecessor, the member for Albany, and it
certainly has been raised also during my time as Minister for Health.

By way of background, I am advised that the Geraldton Regional Hospital was the holder of palliative care funds for the
Geraldton area until 1998-99. Funds were available to purchase up to 300 bed days for public patients in a palliative care
unit at St John of God Hospital, Geraldton. In addition to that, $14 500 was made available to purchase Silver Chain
Nursing Association home-based palliative care, which the member for Geraldton referred to. The total funds available for
palliative care in the region in 1998-99 were $105 000.

From the 1999-2000 financial year, it has been agreed with the Geraldton Regional Hospital and the Geraldton Palliative
Care Service that funds for the region will be managed by the Geraldton Palliative Care Service and that it will be
responsible for ensuring access to both community-based and hospital in-patient palliative care.

As to the number of bed days and the number that is funded for Geraldton, I am advised, without having specific figures,
that the number for Geraldton is greater than that for Kalgoorlie but less than that for Albany. Presumably that reflects
different demographics or different demands in the particular areas. I am further advised that for 1998-99 it is unlikely that
all of the bed days which are available in Geraldton for palliative care will be fully utilised. Therefore, it would be hard to
justify an increase in the actual number of bed days funded if it appears that the amount which is funded at the moment will
not be fully utilised.

Mr Bloffwitch: At the annual general meeting on Monday night the people said to me that they were having trouble letting
people go into the beds because those bed days were not funded. Therefore, the minister is getting completely different
information from me.

Mr DAY: In response, I am happy to have the matter checked further. However, I have been advised that the number of
bed days is unlikely to be fully utilised. However, we need to get that clarified and check the comments of the member for
Geraldton together with the information which has been provided by the Health Department.

It is important to appreciate that the price per day which has been offered for palliative care was increased from $250 per
day to $295 per day in accordance with the statewide benchmark price for private sector providers who are admitting public
patients. Therefore, that general increase has flowed through as well.

As to the submission from the Geraldton Palliative Care Service and a response from the Health Department, I am surprised
to hear from the member for Geraldton that no response has been received, because I have a copy of a letter dated 14 May
1999 from Gordon Stacey, the acting general manager of general health purchasing, in which he has written back to Brother
Warwick Bryant, the chairperson of the Geraldton Palliative Care Service, thanking him for the submission of a revised
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business plan and also advising that the general health purchasing division of the Health Department will consider this plan
and provide a response. Having just discussed the issue with the Health Department, I understand that the submission is
being carefully assessed and analysed, and hopefully a response will go back to the Geraldton Palliative Care Service within
the next two to three weeks. I will certainly be taking very seriously the issues which are raised.

Mr Bloffwitch: I know. However, I am still saying that we got a letter back thanking us for our submission, and seven
months later we still have not had a response.

Mr DAY: It is not correct to say there has not been a response. I think what the member for Geraldton means is that there
has not been a definitive answer.

Mr Osborne: The member for Geraldton gave me a lot of trouble last night when I was trying to make a speech.

Mr DAY: And the member is not even a minister. The fact of the matter is that the issue is being assessed. I know that the
Health Department is dealing with a range of business cases at the moment for the funding of non-government organisations
which provide services in the whole health sector. That includes the submission from the Geraldton Palliative Care Service,
which is being carefully considered. I hope it will have a response advising the outcome of its submission within the next
two to three weeks.

DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION, KALGOORLIE-BOULDER
Grievance

MS ANWYL (Kalgoorlie) [9.29 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Disability Services. A lady in my electorate, who
I will not identify, and who is in her late seventies, cares for her 41 year old daughter, Jenny, who has a profound intellectual
disability. Rather than name her now I will give her name to the minister outside the Chamber. She has a very serious and
possibly terminal illness. It is not the first time she has been diagnosed with the illness.

Mr Omodei: Is it the mother who has the illness?

Ms ANWYL: The mother is seriously ill and her 41 year old intellectually disabled daughter lives with her. No
accommodation is available in Kalgoorlie-Boulder for people with intellectual disabilities, other than the limited
accommodation around the community provided by Homeswest. I am sure that this is a major issue across the State because,
as we all know, we have an ageing community. These parents are reaching the stage at which they are becoming frail and
are no longer able to care for their disabled children in their homes. We need a cluster arrangement of single unit
accommodation with carers, that can cater for parents caring for people with intellectual disabilities. However, not every
disabled person needs a full-time carer. I am aware of a 35-year-old man who is profoundly intellectually disabled and
whose father has recently passed away. He is being cared for on a full-time basis by a variety of carers.

The real issue is that an asset exists in our community which has been devoted to disability. I am referring to Respite House
in Burt Street, Boulder. During question time on Tuesday, 15 June, more than a week ago, I asked what would happen to
the $300 000 or so that will be realised from the sale of Respite House. Two issues are involved in the situation of the
seriously ill lady and her daughter, Jenny. Respite is a major problem. Since Respite House closed more than a year ago,
a dedicated respite facility has not been available. 1 have made my view extremely clear to the Disability Services
Commission - I wrote to the chairman of the board, Mr Barry McKinnon as recently as 29 May this year. These people need
a purpose-built dedicated respite facility. Rather than worrying about what we do with the funds from the sale of Respite
House, we should not even sell it; we should build a dedicated facility on the land. The land could be subdivided because
almost two hectares of land are involved.

I put this to the Disability Services Commission some time ago. I was informed this morning that some Disability Services
Commission staff who work in Perth are saying that the member for Kalgoorlie agreed with the closure and sale of this
facility. I resent that statement, if it was made, because it is untrue. When I raised the idea that we could use the land to
rebuild a dedicated facility, possibly with some cluster unit accommodation nearby for these adult intellectually disabled,
[ was told that due to native title implications, it could not be done. However, the land will be auctioned and there is no sign
of native title considerations now.

To be fair, when I asked the minister about this issue, he said he would look into it. However, I have not heard from him.
He said that the usual procedure is to defray the funds towards the Disability Services Commission's general costs. That is
not good enough. More than 150 disabled people in Kalgoorlie-Boulder are on the books of the Disability Services
Commission. The area has an acting coordinator. It is supposed to have two local area coordinators; it has only one and
that person will be leaving shortly. If a permanent coordinator is not appointed shortly, difficulties will arise. Those local
area coordinator positions must be filled.

Recently Jenny, who, as I said, is 41 years old, had to spend a weekend in the Kalgoorlie Nursing Home because no other
appropriate respite facility was available. Some families prefer respite care to be undertaken in their homes and some want
the disabled person cared for out of the home so that the family can enjoy the family home with some respite from the rigors
of 24-hour care.

At present a hospice designed for terminally ill people is being used for some respite care. It has only two bedrooms so no
more than one child and one carer can be housed there at the same time. The whole idea of having a respite house was that
disabled children, whatever their disability, could have some interaction and socialisation with each other. We need a
dedicated facility. The lack of carers is an ongoing problem in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.
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I am not criticising the volunteer community organisation known as the Goldfields Individual and Family Support
Association for being unable to continue running that facility. GIFSA would like to see a dedicated facility built in
Kalgoorlie-Boulder. I have consulted widely with parents of disabled dependants, of whom many are now adults. It is
universally acknowledged that demand exists for such a facility. An urgent allocation of funds is required to undertake a
proper audit of the needs of those 150 disabled children's families. It has not been done, but we cannot expect a volunteer
group to do it. I want to know whether those funds will be reapplied. I would rather see the sale not proceed and the land
used or subdivided to develop accommodation and adequate respite facilities in my electorate.

MR OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Minister for Local Government) [9.36 am]: I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for
the notice of the grievance and I will follow up the situation of the mother and her 41 year old daughter, if the member gives
me her name. I recall the member's question without notice about Respite House to which I responded. As I promised, I
will get all the detail on the situation. We need a broader picture of the situation in Kalgoorlie. One hundred and four
people who are eligible for disability services living in the goldfields are registered with the Disability Services Commission.
There are 50 people in Kalgoorlie, 37 in Boulder, 10 in Kambalda, one in Coolgardie, one in Laverton, two in Leinster, one
in Leonora and one in Menzies. Of those, 104 are registered DSC clients. Only 16 live at home with parents or carers who
are over 50 years ofage. The 16 registered DSC clients access a variety of services in the goldfields. Some receive services
from more than one provider; for instance, five are employed at Activ Industries on either a part-time or a full-time basis.
Three receive post-school options funding through the DSC for community access programs. Three have been allocated
aged care packages through Anglicare Homes which provides approximately 10 hours a week personal care and community
access services. One accesses the Eastern Goldfields Community Centre for day activities and four have secured open
employment on a full-time basis. Two receive community access and respite services from the Goldfields Individual and
Family Support Association, three have been allocated substantial amounts of money through the DSC accommodation
support funding process, and two of the 16 do not engage in formal day activities at all; they receive no formal services.
These people are independent and have never requested services from the DSC, although the local area coordinator keeps
in regular contact to determine whether they require further services.

Adults with intellectual disabilities and their parents or carers, who live in the goldfields, also have access to a range of
formal and informal services funded from a variety of sources. The DSC has three local area coordinators, although one
has left, but I understand the position will be filled in the near future. Their job is to contact people with disabilities and
their families to assist them to establish appropriate support options. Alternatively they can purchase the services they
require. During the past six months a number of changes have occurred in the local area coordination staffing in the
goldfields. As I said, staffing arrangements will be stabilised over the next few months.

The amount of $323 000 recurrent funding is granted to people with disabilities and families or carers through the local area
coordinators to fund services, and a further $61 000 is granted to young adults through the DSC post-school options
program. GIFSA receives recurrently $141 804 from the DSC to provide respite and other forms of assistance to families.
An additional $60 000 is provided to this service from the Commonwealth.

On 22 June, the board of the Goldfields Individual and Family Support Association met to consider all of the applications
for respite support received over recent months. In total, 29 applications for respite funding were received from the 50
registered members of this organisation. It is anticipated that all 29 requests for funding will be met by GIFSA. Therefore,
there is no identified unmet demand for respite or family support services at this time. Obviously the member for Kalgoorlie
knows of someone, and I will follow that up with her. The commonwealth Carers Respite Information Centre is run by the
Australian Red Cross and provides a range of flexible respite opportunities for families. The Golden Reflections Hospice
provides respite services. CentreCare provides counselling services for people with disabilities and their families. The
Kalgoorlie Nursing Home provides short term accommodation and respite. The Anglican Home for the Aged provides
flexible respite care options. The Silver Chain Nursing Association provides personal care, nursing and domestic services
and Fara Inc provides financial counselling and budget advice for people with disabilities. Homeswest has also been
responsive in meeting the needs for housing of people with disabilities and their families. The Goldfields Community Centre
is funded through the home and community care program, and local government provides day activities and other forms of
support for people with disabilities. Career Contact Incorporated provides support for employment for adults with
disabilities; and open and supported employment provides respite effect for parents. In addition, the Disability Services
Commission also funds a range of visiting statewide services which can be accessed in the goldfields. They include the
Association for the Blind, the Independent Living Centre, which provides equipment, the Cerebral Palsy Association of WA
Ltd, the WA Deaf-Blind Association, the Australian Council for Rehabilitation of Disabled and the WA Disabled Sports
Association. The eastern goldfields volunteer task force which is funded through HACC provides a range of services to the
families, including transport assistance and home maintenance.

The goldfields region is very well resourced when compared with other areas of the State in terms of the range of services
available to people with disabilities and their families. Notwithstanding this, I am conscious that there is always more that
can be done to improve the quality of life for those people with disabilities. While we can be proud as a State of our
initiatives when implementing strategies for the needs of these people with disabilities, and in rural Western Australia as
well, I will continue to advocate to the Commonwealth for a greater share of funds.

Ms Anwyl: Why are you selling off our facilities?

Mr OMODEI: It was agreed that Respite House be sold off. When I responded to the member for Kalgoorlie in question
time, I said that funds from the sale of assets usually go to defray debt. In this situation, those funds will be spent delivering
further services in the goldfields. I need to verify that, and I will do that in writing to the member. I am sorry I have not
gotback to her. I gave an instruction when the member asked the question and I presumed her question was being responded
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to through the Disability Services Commission or my office, as normally occurs once a question is raised. If that has not
occurred [ will follow that through. I will also follow up with the member the name of the person who is in need and attempt
to ensure that person is looked after in the way they would expect to be.

MINING INDUSTRY, CHALLENGES
Grievances

MR MASTERS (Vasse) [9.43 am]: I direct my grievance to the Minister for Resources Development. Over the years the
mining industry has been good to me as a geologist but, more importantly, it has been good to Australia, providing us with
a standard of living and a quality of life that is the envy of just about every other nation on earth. Today the mining industry
is facing a number of problems and challenges. These include native title, low commodity prices, the Asian economic
downturn and cautious investor support for mineral exploration. One consequence of these problems is that there is an
unbelievably high unemployment rate among the professional geoscientists of Australia. These are the tertiary trained
geologists, geophysicists and geochemists who are largely responsible for finding the mineral deposits that are hidden
beneath the surface of the earth.

One local company which places mining professionals into jobs has over 1 000 geologists on its books. Not all are
unemployed - some are; some are under-employed, some are undertaking consulting work on a part time basis and some are
in jobs they would not choose to stay in if they had a choice. The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies has
reported that there may be as many as 1 500 geoscientists unemployed in WA as a whole and the Geological Society of
Australia has estimated that throughout Australia in the order of 50 per cent of geologists are unemployed. This equates to
about 4 000 geoscientists overall looking for full time employment in this country.

This picture may be pretty bleak for the geoscientists of Australia. However, their unemployment has a number of related
consequences. As expenditure in the mineral exploration industry declines, so does the number of drilling rigs engaged in
contract drilling. For example, the Geological Society has estimated that 35 per cent or about 350 rigs and 1 200 drillers
are currently lying idle around Australia. In turn, laboratories that would be normally analysing the samples generated by
these drilling rigs are themselves experiencing a major downturn in the order of one-third of their normal business. While
all of these are serious problems, they are mostly of a relatively short-term nature. It is the hidden long-term implications
that should set the alarm bells ringing. The longer that the geoscientists of this country are not being gainfully employed
in doing what they do best - namely, finding mineral deposits - the greater the likelihood that they will either leave Australia
to work overseas or stay in Australia and retrain, taking on work in industries other than the mining sector. I estimate that
slightly less than half of the geologists with whom I graduated in 1971 are no longer in the minerals sector.

If and when the upswing in commodity prices occurs, the mining industry will find that the experienced geoscientists upon
which it is so dependent are not available for employment in Australia. As well, if we do not explore for mineral deposits
today, we will not know of the deposits that are essential to sustain mining tomorrow. When the current industry downturn
turns around, we will face two years, three years, or even longer periods in which few new mineral deposits have been
located and current mines will have exploited their known reserves and will close down. Most of WA's gold mines have
aproven life of fewer than five years. Yet gold is our most valuable mineral export, and I suspect it is also our number one
employer and economic distributor. A two, three, or four-year period without significant mineral exploration will mean that
up to half of currently operating gold mines will run out of ore and close down if no new gold resources are located.

I accept that the minister has little if any ability to cause commodity prices to rise or to lift the countries of south east Asia
out of their economic woes. The minister can, and I am pleased to say regularly does, talk about WA and its mining sector
in positive, confident terms. This will boost the confidence of investors. The consequences of native title on mineral
exploration cannot be overestimated. I urge the minister to continue his efforts, along with the WA State Government, to
find a workable resolution to this.

The State and Territory Governments can make a huge difference in one other area. I refer to a proposal put to me by
George Savell of the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies. AMEC has suggested that with a contribution of
$2m from each State and Territory Government for each of the next three years, matched by an equal contribution from the
Federal Government, 500 geoscientists around Australia could be employed on a full time basis to do the work which I am
just about to describe. In every mines department or geological survey around the country, there are several hundred
thousand reports that have been submitted by mineral exploration and mining companies describing the results of their
successful and more often than not unsuccessful exploration ventures. These reports are mostly very technical, covering
geological mapping, drilling and sample analytical results, geochemical and geophysical surveys, various remote sensing
technique and other methods for exploring for or evaluating mineral prospects or exploration concepts. Many of these
reports contain extremely important information of great value to the mineral exploration side of the mining sector.
However, the reports are rarely collated or presented in a form that allows their information to be readily accessed and used
by third parties.

AMEC is proposing that these reports be analysed and summarised, and then presented back to the mining industry.
Therefore, when the next upturn in the industry occurs, companies will be able to easily access the data collected over 100
years which already exists in geological survey libraries, thus speeding up a regularly used exploration tool which is usually
slow and time-consuming. If implemented, this three-year proposal will reduce by at least one year the lag which would
otherwise occur between the start of an upturn in the mineral industry and the generation of high-quality mineral exploration
targets. The advantage to Australia is that we will be at least one year ahead of other countries, such as South Africa, the
USA and Canada which are also suffering from the downturn that we are currently experiencing.
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Will the minister please continue his work on native title and maintain his verbal support for industry. I hope he will give
consideration to the AMEC proposal.

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Minister for Resources Development) [9.52 am]: It is difficult to respond to the grievance
only because I agree with everything the member said - [ wonder what I can add! All people associated with the industry
are concerned about the poor employment prospects for geoscientists at present. The commodity price downturn has been
the major cause, compounded by native title issues.

Regarding the commodity price cycle, we are fortunate in that Western Australia has a range of commodities with a level
of value-adding in what is sold on international markets. Even during the Asian downturn, not all commodity prices have
moved downwards. In that sense, I am sure the member will agree that our mining resources industry has greater resilience
than it had 20 years ago. It has greater depth and breadth. I take some encouragement that we have seen oil prices creep
up to the $18 a barrel mark. Ifit is in the range of $16 or $20, the oil companies here do quite well. When prices go down
to $11 or $12, as they were not long ago, the sector is in crisis. We hope oil prices will stay at about $18 or $20 a barrel,
which is important.

We have seen some positive movement in nickel prices, and alumina and aluminium metal prices have also strengthened.
It is not all bad news. The gold sector has experienced a $A100 an ounce drop in the last seven or eight months, and faces
a continuing effective cap on prices because the Central Bank is selling gold. One cannot see any short-term kick up in the
gold price, but I remain optimistic about gold in the long term. Central Bank selling will occur, and I suspect that as Asian
economies recover, private purchasing and Central Bank purchasing will occur in Asia to provide a stronger base to their
currencies and their store of wealth. They were exposed. When confidence declined in those countries, they had no strength
underlying their currency values.

Mr Masters: How do you see the value of the Australian dollar over the next year or two?

Mr BARNETT: My judgment is that it will slightly appreciate over the coming years. One could argue that even now the
Australian dollar is undervalued. My guess of the true long-term value of the Australian dollar is about US70¢.

We have seen the worst of it; we are starting to come out of it. The long-term trend is for a decline in real prices of mineral
commodities, and that pattern will probably continue. We have seen production decline in North America, and Africa may
have problems, but other producer nations are emerging, especially in South America. It is a highly competitive industry.
We have about 300 commercially producing mineral and petroleum product projects in this State, which makes Western
Australia the world centre for minerals and an important and emerging centre in petroleum.

The State Government is conscious of the education needs of the industry. As the member is aware, the Government has
been working with the industry and the university sector in developing a centre of international standing in mining and
petroleum education. That will have spinoffs down into the training sector as well. The State Government has allocated
$1m to that proposal. We have a great opportunity to become a world centre for mining and geoscience education taking
the best of the faculties of the component universities. The Colorado School of Mines and the Imperial College, which were
traditionally at the centre of the industry, do not have the international pre-eminence they once enjoyed. Therefore, a
vacuum has occurred providing an opportunity for us to develop the education side of the industry.

Native title is having a dramatic and adverse effect on exploration. Whatever one may feel about the rights of indigenous
people to land, the ability to provide payment, compensation or whatever it might be called can only occur at the stage of
the development of a commercial project. It then depends on the financial nature of the project. To expect negotiation,
agreement or compensation during the exploration process cannot be borne by the nature of the project and the nature of
the participants; that is, a large number of small to medium exploration groups are involved. From my point of view, the
most significant change needed with native title, which arguably can be done by agreement, is to get the right to negotiate
process out of exploration activity. If exploration activity is conscious of heritage and cultural issues and common courtesy
in making sure communities are not disrupted in any way, and it is carried out in an environmentally responsible manner -
which tends to happen - we will have less of a problem. The right to negotia